
 

EYFS VOCABULARY LADDER 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

Reception will revisit Nursery vocab  

 I wonder - 
All about 
me 

Let’s 
Celebrate! 

Other 
Worlds 

Growing Amazing 
animals 

Under the 
sea/ our 
colourful 
world. 

Nursery  
Sad 
Happy 
Scared 
Your turn 
Feel  
 
 

 
Happy  
Sad 
Angry  
Worried  
Safe 
help  

 
Toilets  
Washing 
hands  
Drying hands  
 
 

 
Play  
Games  
Grow  
Healthy  
Change  

 
Conflict  
Friend  
 

 
Confident  
New  

 I am 
wonderful 

Celebrations, 
colour and 
light  

Worldwide 
Adventure 

Journey 
over time 

Our Wonderful world  

Reception  
Anxious  
Worry  
Family  
Individual  
Special  
Lonely  
Feelings 
Taking turns 
rules 

 
 
Same 
Different  
Choice 
Unique  

 
 
Diet  
Hygiene 
 
 
 

 
 
Healthy food  
Screen time 
Oral health  
  

 
 
Sensitive 
Right  
Wrong  
Resilience  
Perseverance  
 
 

 
 
Sensitive 
Right  
Wrong  
Resilience  
Perseverance  
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Physical development  

 All about 
me 

Let’s 
Celebrate! 

Other 
Worlds 

Growing Amazing 
animals 

Under the 
sea/ our 
colourful 
world. 

Nursery Introduction 
to P.E:  
 
Throw  
Catch  
Ride  
 

Fundamentals 
 
Wave  
Hold  
Knife  
Fork   

Gymnastics:  
 
Balance  
Direction  
Walk  
Cut  
 

Dance:  
 
Grip  
Healthy  
Unhealthy  
 
  

Ball skills: 
 
 
Space  
Obstacle  
Safe  

Games:  
 
 
Name 
Dressed  
Undressed  

 I am 
wonderful 

Celebrations, 
colour and 
light  

Worldwide 
Adventure 

Journey 
over time 

Our Wonderful world  

Reception Introduction 
to P.E:  
 
Run 
Stop 
Space 
Jump 
Balance 
Skip 
 
Climb 

Fundamentals: 
 
Run 
Stop 
Space 
Jump 
Balance 
skip  
 
crawling  
hopping 

Gymnastics:  
 
Move 
Copy 
Shape 
Over 
Rock 
Space 
Around 
safely, 
sideways, 
travel, 
forwards, 
backwards 
 
throw 
Kick 
Catch  

Dance:  
 
Move 
Copy 
shape,  
space,  
safely,  
around 
travel,  
sideways, 
forwards, 
backwards 
 
aim  
target  

Ball skills: 
 
Run 
Stop 
Throw 
Roll 
Team 
Kick 
Space 
Catch 
 
Strength  

Games:  
 
Share, 
team,  
path, 
listen,  
space,  
travel, 
follow,  
safely 
 
balance  
co-ordination  
obstacles  
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Mathematical Development 

 All about 
me 

Let’s 
Celebrate! 

Other 
Worlds 

Growing Amazing 
animals 

Under the 
sea/ our 
colourful 
world. 

Nursery 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 
Count  
Give  
Subitise  
How many? 
 

Shape  
Circle  
Rectangle  
Big 
Small   
Sides  
Straight  
Flat 
Round  

Count to 10  
How many? 
Same  
Triangle  
ABC pattern  
 

Altogether 
3D shapes  
Flat  
Round  
Heavy  
Light  
 
  

Full  
Empty  
First  
Then  
After  
Before  
Morning  
Afternoon  
  

Under  
Up  
Besides 
Between  
Behind  
Next to  
  

 I am 
wonderful 

Celebrations, 
colour and 
light  

Worldwide 
Adventure 

Journey 
over time 

Our Wonderful world  

Reception Number  
Place value  
1, 2, 3, 4, 5  
Five frame 
More  
Fewer  
less  
2d shapes 
from nursery.  

sphere  
cylinder  
cube  
cuboid  
cone  
roll  
stack  
first  
now  
then  
one more  
one less 
up  
down 
across 
 

1-10 
Ten frame  
More 
Fewer 
Size 
Whole  
Part 
Altogether 
 

Longer 
Shorter 
Taller 
Compare  
Measure 
How many 
altogether? 
How many 
more? 
Missing part  
Subtraction  
Shape, colour, 
size patterns.   

Count on  
Count back  
Number line  
Forwards  
Backwards  
1-20 
Doubles 
Halving  
Equal  
Odd  
Even  
  

Compose  
Decompose  
Full  
Empty  
Half full  
Nearly full  
Nearly empty  
Sort  
Order 
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Computing Development 

 

 All about 
me 

Let’s 
Celebrate! 

Other 
Worlds 

Growing Amazing 
animals 

Under the 
sea/ our 
colourful 
world. 

Nursery CD player  
Remote 
control  
 

Camera  
Tablet  
Mobile phone   

Interactive 
white board  

Sound  
Movement  
Image  
  

Internet 
Youtube  
 

Internet 
Youtube  
 

 I am 
wonderful 

Celebrations, 
colour and 
light  

Worldwide 
Adventure 

Journey 
over time 

Our Wonderful world  

Reception Ipad  
Electronic  
Tills  

Headphones  
Listening 
station  

Photograph 
Video  
Safety 

Screen  
Recording 
Safety 

Internet  
Information 
Beebot 

Forwards 
Backwards  
Turn  
Stop  
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Understanding of the World 

Reception will revisit Nursery vocab  

 People, Cultures and 
Communities 

Past and Present The natural World 

Nursery family 
Celebration 
Christmas 
Diwali 
Birthday 
Christianity 
Church 
mosque 
Easter 
Hair colour  
Boys/ girls 
Difference  
Similarities 
Older  
 
Place 
Visit 
Travel 
Rain 
Sun 
Weather 
Map 
Journey 
House 
Holiday  

Before 
After 
Past 

Mix 
Stir 
Pour 
See  
Smell  
Touch  
Cold 
Smooth 
Wet 
Hard 
Soft 
Look 
Freezing  
Plant  
Light 
Shadow 
Sink  
Float  

Reception Grandparents 
Cousin 
Siblings  
Special places 
The same 
Different  
Care 
Respectful 
Festival 
Special 
Different 
Same 
Culture 
Religion 
Items in church -  
Font 

History 
Future 
Today 
Tomorrow 
Yesterday 
First 
Next 
After 
Before 
Change  
Artefacts  
 
Roles  
Jobs  
 
Spring 

Experiment 
Investigate 
Same 
Different 
Observe 
Grow 
Change 
Desert 
Arctic  
Animals  
Habitats  
Life cycles 
Magnetic  
Freezing  
Melting  
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Pulpit 
Stained glass windows 
Pews 
Lectern 
Cross 
Senses  
 
Autumn/ Winter 
  
 
Sea 
Land 
Globe 
World 
England 
City 
Town 
Landmarks 
Hot 
Cold 
Ice  
Artic 
Africa  
Equator 
Savanna 
Desert  
Rainforest  
Map  
Wolverhampton  
 

 
 

Summer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

EYFS VOCABULARY LADDER 

 

 

 

 

Expressive Arts and Design 

Reception will revisit Nursery vocab  

 Creating with materials Being Imaginary  
Nursery Colour 

Circle 
Cut  
stick  
tape 
pull 
push 
on 
brush 
paint 
mix 
 

Move 
Clap 
Listen 
Instrument 
Join in 
Loud 
Quiet 
Sing 
Hit 
Blow 
Shake 
Fast 
Slow 
 
Play 
Pretend 
movement 
 
 

Reception Line 
Thick 
Thin 
Wavy 
Straight 
Pencil 
Finger 
Chalk 
Pastel 
felt tip.  
 
Colours - Red, blue, yellow, 
mix. 
 
Roll, pinch, squeeze, push, 
squash, twist. 
 

Action 
Beat 
Melody 
Pulse 
Rhythm 
Scratchy 
Smooth 
Sound 
Speed 
Tempo 
Texture 
Volume 
High 
Low 
 
 
Imagination 
Emotions 
Acting 
Props 



 

EYFS VOCABULARY LADDER 

Characters 
 
 

 


